
Understanding Form 1095 
There are a lot of numbers and letters thrown around at tax time.  You have probably come to know 
some of the most common, like W-2 and 1098.  This year, one form and its number-letter 
combinations – will be talked about frequently.  That is because nearly everyone will be required to 
have a version of Form 1095.  Here are the basics. 

What is it? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1095-A is for individuals who had health 
insurance provided from a Marketplace 
plan. 

 

 
 
 

1095-B is for individuals who receive 
coverage through an employer with fewer 
than 50 employees; for those employed 
by the government; or those who have 
health insurance provided through 
government run plans like Medicare and 
VA benefits. 

 

 
 
 
 
1095-C is for individuals who receive 
coverage through an employer with 50 or 
more employees 

NOTE: YOU WILL GET A 1095 FOR EVERY HEALTH CARE PLAN YOU HAD OVER 
THE COURSE OF A YEAR.   
 
If you had a Marketplace plan for part of the year and an employer-provided plan for part of the 
year, you will receive a 1095-A and a 1095-B or 1095-C depending on the size of your employer. 

 

 

 



What Does It Mean? 

No matter which 1095 form you receive, it will contain the following information 

 

Why am I getting this? 

Under the Affordable Care Act, everyone must either: 

1. Have Health 
Insurance 
Coverage 

Or 

2. Qualify for 
an exemption 

Or 

3. Pay a penalty 

Can I self-attest? What if I missed a month 
or 2? 

What if I have no health 
insurance? 

More than 100 million 
taxpayers were able to self- 
attest their health insurance 
coverage on the 2014 tax 
return. 
 
This year, you will likely 
receive a 1095 form which will 
be used to complete your 
2015 tax return. 

About 12 million tax filers 
claimed an exemption on 
their 2014 tax return. 
 
You will not have coverage 
reported on a 1095 for any 
months where you did not 
have health insurance, but you 
may qualify for an exemption 
to the health insurance 
requirement. 

More than 7.5 million filers 
paid a penalty on their 2014 
tax return. 
 
If you are supposed to have 
health insurance, but do not, 
you may be assessed a penalty 
on your tax return. 

When will it Arrive? 
Form 1095-A should be mailed by February 1st.  If you have not received it contact the 
Marketplace.   
Form 1095-B or 1095-C should be mailed by March 31st. If you have not received it contact your 
employer or other health insurance provider.  

 
 


